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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1954 
on  the  public  health  of  the  District. 

The  population  of  the  District  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  Gen¬ 
eral  was  10340  in  1954  ;  and  the  excess  of  births  (172)  over  deaths  (104) 
was  68,  which  gives  a  rate  for  natural  increase  of  6.6  per  1000  popu¬ 
lation. 

There  were  172  (77  male  and  95  female)  births  which  gives  a  rate 
per  1000  population  of  20.1  corrected  for  purposes  of  comparison.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  during  1954  was  15.8  and  that 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  15.2  respectively  per  1000 
population. 

The  death  rate  for  the  District  based  on  104  (58  male  and  46  fe¬ 
male)  deaths  corrected  for  comparability,  was  9.2  per  1000  population. 
The  England  and  Wales  death  rate  was  11.3  and  that  for  the  admin¬ 
istrative  county  10.4  per  1000  population  for  the  same  period. 

There  were  46  deaths  aged  75  years  and  over,  and  32  in  the  age 
group  65 — 74  years. 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  (infant  mortality  rate) 
was  5.8  per  1000  live  births  during  1954  based  on  one  infant  death  un¬ 
der  one  year  of  age.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  administrative 
county  were  24.9  and  for  England  and  Wales  25.5  per  1000  live  births. 

The  mean  infant  mortality  rate  during  the  period  1945  to  1954  was 
30.8  per  1000  live  births,  based  on  averages  over  the  ten  year  period 
of  184.9  li ve  births  and  5.7  infant  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 
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Among  the  death  rates  for  special  causes,  tuberculosis  with  one 
death  gave  a  rate  of  o.i  per  1000  population  ;  pneumonia  with  3  deaths 
gave  a  rate  of  0.3  per  1000  population  ;  and  cancer  based  on  14  deaths 
gave  a  rate  of  1.4  per  1000  population. 

The  proportional  mortality  rates  for  the  principal  causes  of  death 
were,  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  other  than  coronary  disease,  30.8 
per  cent  ;  coronary  disease  16.3  per  cent  ;  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  19.2  per  cent  ;  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  2.9  per  cent  ;  cancer 
13.5  per  cent  ;  and  tuberculosis  0.9  per  cent. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  influenza,  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 
There  were  five  deaths  due  to  accidents,  three  as  the  result  of  road 
accidents. 

Notifications  of  infective  diseases  numbered  52  which  comprise 
mainly  dysentery  6,  whooping  cough  16,  pneumonia  3,  and  measles  8. 
There  were  in  addition  1  notification  for  puerperal  fever,  1  erysipelas, 
2  scarlet  fever,  1  poliomyelitis  and  1  malaria  (contracted  abroad). 

Eleven  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  tuberculosis,  seven 
for  the  lung  form  of  the  disease. 

There  was  one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  none 
from  any  other  infectious  disease. 

The  incidence  rates  of  notifiable  diseases  in  the  Rural  District  dur¬ 
ing  1954  per  1000  population  were  dysentery  0.6,  whooping  cough  1.5, 
pneumonia  0.3,  measles  0.8,  scarlet  fever  0.2  and  erysipelas  0.2.  The 
rate  per  1000  total  births  of  puerperal  fever  in  the  Rural  District  was 
5.8  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  11.4  during  1953  on  the  same  basis. 

Diphtheria  immunization  figures  for  1954  show  that  124  children 
under  15  years  of  age  were  inoculated  primarily,  as  against  127  in  1953 
and  166  in  1952.  Of  this  number  115  were  immunized  below  5  years 
of  age,  66  of  whom  were  under  one  year  old. 

Other  relevant  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  this  report  which 
is  followed  by  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist¬ 
ance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

‘  Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Y our  obedient  servant, 

RODERICK  MACKAY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

May,  1955. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
Rodent  Officer/Operator 
Clerk 


R.  Mackay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

K.  F.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.san.i. 
D.  E.  Ross,  m.s.i.a. 

M.  W.  Welch 

Miss  B.  W.  Brettelle 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the  other 
three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  Combined  Districts, 
viz.  Amesbury  R.D.,  Pewsey  R.D.,  and  Marlborough  M.B.,  and  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  public  health  duties  imposed  by  statute  upon  his  office. 
He  holds,  in  addition,  the  appointment  of  assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council, 
duties  in  connection  with  the  welfare  services  for  which  it  is  mainly 
responsible. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  within  the  District,  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with  whose  duties  those  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  are  complementary,  the  statutory  duties  which 
are  placed  upon  the  authority  generally  in  connection  with  the  public 
health. 

The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  satisfactorily  integrated. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  and  the  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

945 11 

Number  of  Parishes 

.... 

25 

Population  mid-1954  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 

General 

Total 

10340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1954  : — 

.... 

.... 

3251 

By  Private  Enterprise 

.... 

.... 

23 

By  Local  Authority 

.... 

.... 

30 

Rateable  Value  .... 

.... 

.... 

£51577 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate  (estimated) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

.... 

£202 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

77 

95 

172 

Legitimate  .... 

73 

91 

164 

Illegitimate  .... 

4 

4 

8 

Still  Births 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  .... 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

— 

— 

20.1 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  for  England  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

58 

46 

104 

9.2 

II-3 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

Legitimate  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate  .... 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 
Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

5-8 

25-5 

NOTE 


(1)  The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  reg¬ 
istered  during  1954  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers. 

(2)  The  infant  mortality  rate  noted  above  is  based  on  only  one 
death  ;  the  mean  death  rate  in  infants  during  the  last  ten  years  is  about 
31  per  1000  live  births  over  that  period. 


BIRTH-RATE ,  INFANT  DEATH  RATE,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE , 

1954 

Marlborough 


and  Ramsbury 

A  dministrative 

England 

R.D. 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 

20.1 

15.8 

15.2 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.)  .... 

9.2 

10.4 

ii.3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 

year  (per  1000  live 

births) 

5.8 

4 

24.9 

25-5 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1945  1954 
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N.B.  The  corresponding  rate  is  given  underlined  together  with  the  figure  on  which  it  is  based.  With 
the  exception  of  the  infant  death  rate  which  is  calculated  per  iooo  live  births,  and  the  still  birth  rate  per 
iooo  total  births,  the  rates  given  above  are  computed  per  iooo  of  the  population.  The  birth  and  death  rates 
are  not  corrected  in  this  table  for  area  comparability. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  infective  disease  notifications  was  52  in  1954  as 
compared  with  264  in  1953  and  135  in  the  preceding  year.  The  diseases 
showing  the  greatest  incidence  were  measles  (8)  whooping  cough  (16) 
and  dysentery  (6).  Other  notifications  were  erysipelas  (1)  and  puer¬ 
peral  fever  (1). 

The  months  of  greatest  incidence  were  January,  March  and  June. 
One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  October. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  infective  diseases,  other  than  one  from 
tuberculosis,  during  1954  in  the  Rural  District. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Eleven  cases  of  tuberculosis  (seven  respiratory)  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Two  notifications  were  received  in  1954  of  tuberculous  adenitis 
during  August  and  September,  in  respect  of  persons  aged  7  and  40  years 
respectively. 

Two  further  cases,  one  of  tuberculous  meningitis  in  a  child  aged  four 
years,  and  tuberculous  spinal  disease  in  a  person  aged  twenty  years 
were  also  notified. 

There  was  one  death  from  tuberculous  meningitis. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  de¬ 
partment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics,  and  at  schools 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County 
medical  staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also  perform 
all  vaccinations  against  smallpox  on  a  patient-doctor  basis  by  arrange¬ 
ment. 

124  primary  inoculations  were  made  against  diphtheria  in  1954, 
of  whom  66  were  under  1  year  of  age  ;  122  under  10  years  of  age  ;  and 
2  between  10  and  15  years  of  age.  There  were  in  addition  143  re¬ 
inoculations  during  the  year.  There  were  172  live  births  in  the  Rural 
District  in  1954. 

The  following  numbers  were  primarily  immunized  against  diph¬ 
theria  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Age  Year 


Group 

(Years)  1945 

-46 

’47 

•48 

’49 

’50 

■51 

'52 

53 

'54 

Total 

Under  5  152 

98 

IOI 

149 

77 

94 

65 

142 

114 

115 

no  7 

5-15 

44 

16 

47 

74 

53 

3 

25 

24 

13 

9 

308 

Total 

196 

114 

148 

223 

130 

97 

90 

166 

127 

124 

1415 

95  infants  (under  one  year)  out  of  172  live  births  were  primarily 
vaccinated  in  the  Rural  District  in  1954. 
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HOUSING 

The  work  of  the  health  department  under  this  heading  has  not 
materially  changed  and  again  included  investigations  in  connection 
with  overcrowding  and  the  allocation  of  housing  accommodation.  There 
have  been  in  addition  specific  calls  on  the  staff  in  connection  with 
statutory  work  under  the  Housing  Acts.  In  common  with  other  local¬ 
ities,  sub-standard  housing  has  continued  in  use  for  want  of  adequate 
accommodation  and  the  supervision  of  unsatisfactory  housing  is  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  departmental  work. 

The  position  has  improved  in  so  far  as  30  houses  were  built  by  the 
Council  and  23  by  private  enterprise  during  1954,  and  this  forms  a  sub¬ 
stantial  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  houses  completed  since  1945, 
which  was  112  by  private  enterprise  and  231  by  the  Council.  Thus  53 
houses  were  provided  in  1954  out  of  a  total  of  343  houses  built  since  1945. 

The  demand  for  housing  has  in  no  way  relaxed. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  that 
of  the  911  houses  inspected  during  1954  under  the  Housing  Survey,  310 
(34  per  cent)  were  fit  for  occupation  in  all  respects  (Category  A)  and 
that  238  (26  per  cent)  were  placed  in  Category  B,  as  being  only  less 
satisfactory  in  minor  respects  than  those  in  Category  A.  The  greatest 
number  of  houses  342  (over  37  per  cent)  were  placed  in  the  Category  C, 
requiring  major  repairs  and  general  reconditioning  and  so  on,  whereas 
only  21  (2  per  cent)  in  the  survey  were  considered  suitable  only  for 
demolition  (Category  E). 

A  statement  of  the  available  services  and  other  details  under  this 
heading  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  six  public  supplies  in  the  Rural  District  are  adequate  in  quality 
and  quantity.  These  are  chlorinated  and  periodic  laboratory  analysis 
gives  satisfactory  results. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  whose  water 
is  supplied  from  these  six  public  sources  is  something  under  one  half, 
but  this  figure  is  increasing  steadily  as  more  connections  are  made  and 
new  supplies  are  brought  into  use.  The  public  supply  has  been  extended 
to  the  Parish  of  Froxfield,  and  work  on  the  Axford  and  Mildenhall  ex¬ 
tension  is  now  nearing  completion  (May  1955).  The  Shalbourne/Grafton 
water  supply  scheme  was  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE 

Work  on  the  sewerage  scheme  at  Aldbourne  is  now  (May  1955)  in 
hand,  and  together  with  the  Ramsbury  sewerage  system,  will  meet  the 
needs  of  these  two  populous  areas,  and  in  this  connection  the  Council 
will  no  doubt  in  time  consider  the  needs  of  the  rest  of  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1954 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS),  1954 
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FOOD  SUPERVISION 

It  may  be  generally  stated  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  satis¬ 
factory  during  the  year.  This  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  view  of 
the  greatly  increased  incidence  throughout  the  country  in  recent  years 
of  diseases  traceable  to  food  contamination. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  that  of 
the  34  carcases  of  cattle  other  than  cows,  inspected,  two  or  six  per  cent 
were  infected  with  tuberculosis. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (47) 

Four  elderly  or  chronic  sick  persons  were  removed  to  hospital  (two 
under  a  judicial  order)  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

In  support  of  the  plea  made  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his 
report  under  this  heading,  in  the  matter  of  receptacles,  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  lays  down  the  type  and 
specification  of  dust  bins. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN, 

1954 

M. 

F. 

Total 

I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

— 

3 

11 

,,  ,,  lung-bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

12 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

2 

6 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

1 7 

Vacular  lesions  of  nervous  System  .... 

11 

9 

20 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

4 

17 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

8 

14 

22 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

24 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

34 

All  other  accidents  . 

1 

1 

2 

35 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total  all  causes  58  46  104 
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MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  public 
health  work  carried  out  by  my  department  during  1954. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  assistance  in  carrying  out  this  work. 

I  should  also  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
and  help  received  from  Doctor  Mackay,  Mr.  A.  G.  Hunt  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council’s  staff. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

KENNETH  F.  HUDSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


12 


HOUSING 

During  the  past  year  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  parishes. 


Parish 

Private  Houses 

Council  Houses 

Aldbourne 

2 

3 

Baydon 

— 

2 

Chilton  Foliat 

— 

6 

Great  Bedwyn 

— 

17 

Ham 

— 

2 

Little  Bedwyn 

2 

— 

Ogbourne  St.  Andrew 

3 

— 

Ogbourne  St.  George 

2 

— 

Ramsbury 

6 

— 

Shalbourne 

3 

— 

West  Overton 

1 

— 

Winterbourne  Bassett 

4 

— 

Total 

23 

30 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  by  the  Council  in  1954  was 
approximately  half  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  It  is  however, 
equal  to  the  yearly  average  erected  since  1945  which  is  32.  There  is, 
of  course,  continuous  progress  being  made  in  selecting  suitable  sites  and 
preparing  the  necessary  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  for  further  houses. 

The  figure  for  private  houses  is  the  same  as  last  year  being  twice 
the  annual  average  of  12  for  the  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  new  houses  erected 
since  1945  by  both  the  Council  and  private  enterprise.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  houses  are  fairly  well  distributed  throughout  the  whole  district. 
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Parish 

He 

mses  erected 

Private  f 
Houses 

Council 

Houses 

T  otal 

Aldbourne 

8 

39 

47 

Avebury 

6 

2 

8 

Baydon 

2 

6 

8 

Berwick  Bassett 

2 

— 

2 

Broad  Hinton 

6 

12 

18 

Chilton  Foliat 

1 

14 

15 

East  Kennett 

— 

4 

4 

Fyheld 

1 

1 

Froxfield 

2 

— 

2 

Grafton 

9 

10 

x9 

Great  Bedwyn 

3 

44 

47 

Ham 

5 

2 

7 

Little  Bedwyn 

2 

— 

2 

Mildenhall 

14 

— 

14 

Ogbourne  St.  Andrew 

8 

— 

8 

Ogbourne  St.  George 

7 

24 

3i 

Preshute 

1 

— 

1 

Ramsbury 

17 

38 

55 

Shalbourne 

7 

6 

13 

West  Overton 

3 

22 

25 

Winterbourne 

8 

8 

16 

Total 

112 

231 

343 

There  are  234  applicants  still  on  the  waiting  list  and  from  experience 
it  appears  that  although  you  satisfy  the  requirements  of  a  few  of  the 
applicants,  more  particularly  in  the  large  villages,  there  still  remains 
approximately  the  same  number  of  applicants  on  the  list.  So  the 
necessity  of  house  building  by  the  Council  or  otherwise  will  continue  for 
some  time  to  come. 

During  1954  no  Demolition  Orders  were  made  but  seven  cottages, 
four  at  Winterbourne  Bassett  and  three  at  Ogbourne  St.  George,  were 
demolished  by  the  owners  without  any  formal  action.  These  cottages 
were  of  course  not  repairable  at  a  reasonable  cost  and  suitable  for  a 
Demolition  Order. 

Housing  Improvement  Grants 

10  applications  were  received  for  improvement  grants  under  the 
Housing  Acts  during  the  year.  Of  these  9  were  approved  and  the  other 
1  withdrawn.  The  aid  of  the  improvement  grant  does  enable  an  owner 
to  bring  a  cottage  up  to  the  required  standard  which  otherwise  may 
not  have  been  possible. 

Housing  Survey 

An  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  and  commenced 
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duties  on  the  ist  April,  1954.  This  enabled  a  start  to  be  made  on  the 
Housing  Survey,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  91 1  houses  were  inspected 
and  recorded. 

Many  of  the  statistics  derived  from  the  survey  are  recorded  in  the 
following  tables.  Table  I  shows  the  overall  position  and  the  number 
of  houses  in  each  category.  Table  II  shows  the  position  in  the  parishes 
surveyed  to  date. 

NOTE  : — 

Category  “A”  comprises  houses  that  are  fit  in  all  respects. 

Category  “  B  ”  comprises  houses  falling  short  of  Category  “A”  in 
only  minor  respects. 

Category  “  C  ”  comprises  houses  requiring  reconditioning,  improve¬ 
ment  or  major  repair.  This  category,  for  the  time  being  includes  those 
houses  normally  falling  in  Category  “  D  ”  i.e.  appropriate  for  recondition¬ 
ing  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Category  “  E  ”  comprises  houses  suitable  only  for  demolition. 


Table  I 


Category 

A 

B 

C 

1 

E 

Parish 

No. 

% 

No 

% 

No. 

% 

No 

% 

Total 

Ramsbury 

123 

(35) 

73 

(21) 

147 

(41) 

12 

(3) 

355 

Aldbourne 

90 

28 

(31) 

87 

(29) 

118 

(40) 

— 

— 

295 

Baydon 

Chilton 

(42) 

T9 

(28) 

17 

(25) 

3 

(5) 

67 

Foliat 

23 

(25) 

16 

(i7) 

5o 

(53) 

5 

(5) 

94 

Others 

46 

(46) 

43 

(43) 

10 

(10) 

1 

w 

100 

Total 

310 

(34) 

238 

(26) 

342 

(38) 

21 

(2) 

911 
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Table  II 


Particulars 

A 

Ca 

B 

tegory 

C 

E 

Total 

Total  No.  of  houses 

310 

238 

342 

21 

9  it 

Yard  Paving 

301 

207 

176 

— 

684 

Main  )  Water 

306 

224 

284 

7 

821 

Well)  Supply 

4 

14 

53 

13 

84 

Main)  — Drainage 

179 

34 

36 

— 

249 

Septic  Tank)  — 

130 

126 

22 

— 

278 

R.D.C.)  — Refuse 

307 

222 

324 

21 

874 

Other  — Disposal 

3 

16 

18 

— 

37 

Washing  Accommodation 

303 

220 

254 

12 

789 

Food  Store 

298 

197 

171 

11 

677 

Cooking  Facilities 

309 

238 

336 

21 

904 

Store  — Fuel  Store 

280 

149 

80 

— 

509 

Shed  — 

28 

81 

225 

19 

353 

Gas 

206 

.  hi 

198 

12 

527 

Electricity 

307 

210 

272 

6 

795 

Bath 

310 

168 

39 

— 

517 

Hot  Water 

305 

104 

33 

— 

442 

Sink 

310 

225 

162 

4 

701 

Occupier  — Owner 

63 

75 

— 

209 

Council  House  — 

225 

72 

4 

1 

302 

Let  — 

22 

95 

263 

20 

400 

Private  — 

210 

510 

937 

46 

1703 

Council  House  — No.  in 

746 

264 

9 

4 

1023 

Total  —family 

956 

774 

946 

50 

2726 

Overcrowded 

4 

— 

2 

— 

6 

I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  facts  from  these  tables 
which  it  is  considered  to  be  of  particular  interest  : — 

1.  Distribution.  The  houses  surveyed  to  date  are  considered 
to  be  fairly  representative  of  those  throughout  the  district,  the  parishes 
of  Ramsbury  and  Aldbourne  being  the  two  largest  parishes. 

It  can  be  seen  that  40%  of  the  houses  inspected  require  recondition¬ 
ing,  or  major  repairs  or  demolition. 

209  (23%)  of  the  houses  inspected  are  owner/occupied,  302  (33%) 
are  Council  houses  and  the  remaining  400  (44%)  are  let,  being  in  general 
agricultural  cottages. 

2.  Water  Supply.  821  (90%)  houses  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  main. 

3.  Drainage.  527  (56%)  houses  have  drainage  either  being  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sewer  or  having  private  disposal  plants. 

4.  Electricity.  795  (87%)  houses  are  supplied  with  electricity. 
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5-  Fixed  Baths.  517  (57%)  houses  have  fixed  baths  and  442 
(49%)  have  hot  water  supplies. 

6.  Population.  The  population  of  the  houses  surveyed  was 
2,726  and  of  these  1730  (63%)  lived  in  Category  “A”  or  "  B  ”  houses. 

7.  Overcrowding.  Only  6  houses  (less  than  1%)  were  found  to 
be  overcrowded. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1954 

1.  No.  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  during  the  Year 


By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  Year 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  28 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ....  27 

No.  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  49 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action. 

No.  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Informal 

Action.  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts). 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing 
Acts  1936  : — 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners .  .  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  dwellings  in  iespect  of  which  formal  notices  were 

served  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

No.  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  Housing  Act  1936 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  — 

No.  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition 

Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  — 

No.  of  undertakings  accepted  . 

No.  of  undertakings  completed  . 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  25  and  26  Housing  Act  1936 
No.  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

No.  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act  1936 
No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ....  — 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  can¬ 
celled,  as  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit  — 

5.  Housing  Act  1936.  Part  iv.  Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of  year  ....  — 

No.  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  cases  abated  during  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  are  six  piped  Public  Water  supplies  in  the  district. 
Avebury  Supply 

The  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  parishes  of  Preshute,  Fyfield, 
West  Overton,  East  Kennett,  Avebury,  Winterbourne  Monkton,  Ber¬ 
wick  Bassett,  Winterbourne  Bassett  and  Broad  Hinton.  The  pump¬ 
ing  station  is  situated  at  Clatford  and  pumps  the  water  from  the  lower 
chalk  150  feet  deep  to  a  reservoir  on  Totterdown.  There  is  also  a  bal¬ 
ancing  tank  erected  at  Broad  Hinton.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the 
pumping  station.  The  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  main 
continues  to  increase. 


Baydon  Supply 

This  supplies  the  parish  of  Baydon  and  the  water  is  obtained  in 
bulk  from  the  Hungerford  Rural  District  Council.  Practically  the 
whole  of  the  parish  is  connected  to  the  mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated 
at  the  pumping  station. 

Bedwyn  Supply 

This  supplies  the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Bedwyn.  The  pump¬ 
ing  station  is  situated  midway  between  the  two  villages  and  pumps 
the  water  from  the  lower  chalk  to  a  reservoir  in  Chisbury  Ring.  The 
water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station.  Water  is  supplied  to  nearly 
all  Great  Bedwyn,  part  of  Little  Bedwyn  and  is  taken  over  the  border 
to  a  farm  and  several  cottages  at  St.  Katharine’s  in  the  Pewsey  Rural 
District. 


Ogbourne  Supply 

The  water  from  this  supply  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Swindon 
Corporation  from  their  pumping  station  at  Whitehelds,  Ogbourne  St. 
George.  The  water  is  boosted  to  a  reservoir  on  the  downs  and  gravi¬ 
tates  to  the  two  parishes  of  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew  and  Ogbourne  St. 
George  and  to  the  military  camp.  The  majority  of  the  properties  in 
both  parishes  are  connected  to  the  mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at 
Whitehelds, 
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Ramsbury  Supply 

This  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  parishes  of  Aldbourne,  Chilton 
Foliat,  Froxfield,  and  Ramsbury.  The  water  is  pumped  from  the 
greensand  at  Ramsbury  to  a  reservoir  north  of  the  village  and  is  chlor¬ 
inated  at  the  pumping  station. 

Savernake  Supply 

The  water  for  this  supply  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Borough  of 
Marlborough.  The  main  runs  from  the  top  of  Postern  Hill  through 
the  front  of  Savernake  Forest  to  Iron  Gates  and  supplies  Savernake 
Hospital,  two  farms  and  several  cottages.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at 
the  Pumping  Station. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  extension  to  the  parish  of  Frox¬ 
field  was  completed  and  a  start  made  on  connection  to  the  houses. 

As  far  as  the  other  parishes  are  concerned  the  majority  of  the 
premises  are  connected. 

In  December  a  start  was  made  on  an  extension  of  the  main  to  Ax- 
ford  and  Mildenhall. 

The  following  table  shows  the  properties  and  population  supplied 
from  the  Public  Water  Supplies.  The  figures  are  steadily  increasing 
year  by  year. 


Direct  to  Houses 

Standpipes 

1 

Parishes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbourne 

303 

909 

— 

_ 

Avebury 

99 

297 

— 

— 

Baydon 

70 

210 

Berwick  Bassett 

4 

12 

— 

Broad  Hinton 

54 

162 

— 

— 

Chilton  Foliat 

67 

201 

— 

East  Kennett 

10 

30 

8 

24 

Fyfield 

20 

60 

— 

Great  Bedwyn 

238 

714 

— 

— 

Little  Bedwyn 
Ogbourne 

43 

129 

5 

15 

St.  Andrew 
Ogbourne 

52 

156 

St.  George 

87 

261 

— 

— 

Preshute 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Ramsbury 

355 

1065 

— 

— 

Savernake 

4 

12 

— 

— 

West  Overton 
Winterbourne 

95 

285 

— 

~ 

Bassett 

Winterbourne 

37 

hi 

Monkton 

15 

45 

— 

— 

Total 

1554 

4662 

13 

39 
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Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  were  taken 
at  various  points  on  the  mains  during  the  year  and  the  results  were  as 
follows  : — 


Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Slightly  Un 
satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Not  Sat¬ 
isfactory 

Avebury 

10 

10 

— 

— 

Bay  don 

12 

9 

3 

— 

Bedwyn 

14 

13 

1 

— 

Ogbourne 

10 

10 

— 

— 

Ramsbury 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Savernake 

13 

12 

1 

— 

Total 

71 

66 

5 

— 

The  reason  for  the  five  samples  which  were  found  to  be  slightly 
unsatisfactory  was  not  discovered  but  subsequent  samples  satisfied  the 
requirements. 

Five  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  water  in  this  area  is  all  from  chalk  or  greensand  so  there  is  no 
risk  of  plumbo-solvent  action. 

An  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
met  the  Council  during  the  year  to  hear  the  proposals  for  the  Shalbourne- 
Grafton  water  scheme. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Ramsbury  is  still  the  only  village  in  the  district  provided  with  a 
public  sewerage  scheme.  The  number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year  was  small  but  progress  is  being  made. 

At  the  end  of  1954  permission  was  received  to  commence  the  scheme 
for  Aldbourne  and  by  now  (March  1955)  several  lengths  of  sewer  in 
different  roads  have  been  laid.  The  treatment  works  which  are  at 
Ramsbury  were  completed  at  the  same  time  as  the  Ramsbury  scheme. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  further  public  sewerage  schemes  are  required 
in  this  district  but  these  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  future. 

The  provision  of  drainage  to  cottages  by  means  of  septic  tanks 
continues  steadily  and  is  by  no  means  confined  only  to  owner/occupiers 
but  is  also  carried  out  to  farm  cottages.  The  Council,  by  making  avail¬ 
able  an  Improvement  Grant  under  the  Housing  Acts,  materially  assist 
this  type  of  progress. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

There  was  no  change  in  the  system  of  refuse  collection  being  a 
fortnightly  collection  to  the  ten  most  populated  parishes  and  a  four 
weekly  one  to  the  other  parishes. 

On  a  population  basis  this  works  out  that  5%  of  the  population 
receive  a  fortnightly  collection. 

The  refuse  is  taken  to  a  central  tip  at  Knowle  and  tipped  into  dis¬ 
used  gravel  pits.  This  method  has  worked  very  well.  This  particular 
tip,  however,  has  been  almost  completely  filled  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  find  further  tipping  facilities. 

Although  I  have  stated  this  before  I  consider  it  requires  stating 
again  that  the  provision  of  a  suitably  constructed  dustbin  with  a  tight 
fitting  lid  and  handles  to  all  properties  would  materially  assist  in  the 
collection  of  house  refuse.  It  is  much  simpler  for  the  men  to  empty 
one  container  rather  than  empty  several  buckets,  boxes,  etc.  The 
saving  of  time  would  be  appreciable  over  the  day. 


SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  of  salvage  takes  place  at  the  same  time  as  the  house¬ 
hold  refuse  is  collected  and  at  present  a  trailer  drawn  behind  the  refuse 
vehicle  is  used  to  deposit  the  salvage. 

There  were  further  increases  in  the  prices  received  for  baled  waste 
paper  during  the  year  and  it  seems  as  if  this  trend  will  continue. 

The  weight  of  paper  collected  was  again  up  25%  on  the  previous 
year,  thus  over  two  years  the  total  weight  collected  has  risen  from  forty- 
one  to  sixty-four  tons. 

Both  the  public  and  the  refuse  collectors  deserve  credit  for  this 
achievement. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quanity  of  salvage  sold  for  the  years 
1953  and  1954. 


1953 

1954 

W 

T. 

'eight 
c.  Q. 

V  alne 
£  s. 

d. 

II 

T. 

reig 

c. 

ht 

Q. 

Value 
£  s.  d. 

Paper 

52 

8 

2 

250 

0 

3 

64 

6 

0 

338 

3 

3 

Rags 

I 

6 

1 

26 

7 

2 

I 

2 

1 

25 

3 

8 

Scrap  Iron 

12 

17 

0 

46 

6 

7 

5 

2 

3 

23 

13 

2 

Totals 

66 

11 

3 

322 

14 

0 

7° 

11 

0 

437 

0 

1 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

Systematic  inspections  of  properties  both  business  and  private 
continue  to  be  carried  out  throughout  the  district. 

While  all  farm  premises  are  inspected  the  private  properties  are 
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inspected  on  a  selected  basis.  This  enables  the  whole  district  to  be 
covered  in  approximately  six  or  seven  months. 

The  use  of  Warfarin  as  a  bait  continues  to  be  very  successful  and 
in  fact  there  is  no  comparable  product. 

All  those  properties  requiring  treatment  not  treated  by  this  Council 
are  dealt  with  by  servicing  companies  or  by  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee. 

The  following  tables  give  a  guide  to  the  visits  made  during  1954. 


Local 

A  iithor- 
ities 

Private 

Proper- 

ities 

Farms 

Business 

Prober- 

\  F 

ties 

T  otal 

No.  of  Inspections 
made 

3s 

1522 

291 

286 

21 37 

No.  of  Properties 
inspected 

*7 

1217 

298 

214 

1746 

No.  of  Properties 
infested  bv  Rats 

6 

429 

38 

23 

496 

No.  of  Properties 
infested  by  Mice 

5 

1 

6 

No.  of  Treatments  by 
Local  Authority 

11 

405 

16 

11 

443 

Total  No.  of  Visits  made  under  the 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

39°9 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  from  time  to  time  of  various 
factories  within  the  district.  There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  area 
the  largest  being  the  Agricultural  Lime  Works  at  Ogbourne  St.  George. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

The  tendency  for  the  number  of  individual  caravan  licences  issued 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  to  increase  has  ap¬ 
parently  reached  its  peak.  The  number  of  licences  in  1953  was  18  and 
during  the  present  year  it  has  fallen  to  11. 

In  addition  to  the  two  sites  licenced  for  use  as  caravan  sites  one  at 
Cadley  and  the  other  at  Avebury,  an  additional  site  at  Lockeridge  was 
licenced  during  the  year. 

This  site  at  Lockeridge  provides  for  a  maximum  of  six  caravans 
at  any  one  time  and  the  site  has  been  provided  with  water  supply  and 
sanitary  accommodation. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat  Inspection 

Until  the  30th  June,  1954,  all  meat  in  this  district  was  slaughtered 
at  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  slaughterhouse  at  Swindon. 
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On  the  ist  July  two  private  slaughterhouses  re-opened  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  one  at  Aldbourne  and  one  at  Great  Bedwyn.  Before  re-opening 
a  considerable  amount  of  repairs  and  alterations  were  carried  out  to 
bring  them  up  to  modern  standards. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition  and  co-operation 
between  the  butchers  concerned  and  this  office  is  very  satisfactory. 

Apart  from  these  two  premises  visits  were  made  to  other  butchers’ 
shops  in  the  area  and  these  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 

The  manufacture  of  sausages  only  takes  place  at  butchers’  shops 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 
ex  cl. 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

34 

— 

1 

12 

66 

No.  inspected 

ALL  DISEASES 
EXCEPT  T.B. 

Whole  carcases 

34 

1 

12 

66 

condemned 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

Per  cent  of  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

5 

1 

4 

other  than  T.B. 
TUBERCULOSIS 

ONLY 

Whole  carcases 

14% 

8% 

6% 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

Per  cent  of  No.  inspected 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

affected  with  T.B. 

6% 

— 

» 

— 

— 

Milk  Supplies 

There  are  nine  registrations  under  the  various  milk  regulations 
and  inspections  are  made  of  these  premises  from  time  to  time.  In  most 
cases  the  milk  is  purchased  already  bottled  from  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board.  The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Dealer’s  licences  for  retailing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk — 4. 

Dealer’s  licences  for  retailing  Pasteurised  milk — 4. 

Supplementary  licences  for  retailing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk — 4. 

Supplementary  licences  for  retailing  Pasteurised  milk — 3. 
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Milk  Samples 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  milk  samples  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  The  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples  were  all  followed  up. 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

*9 

1 

Pasteurised 

21 

1 

Raw 

10 

7 

Other  Foods 

50  lb.  of  tinned  plums  were  condemned  as  unfit  during  the  year. 
Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  this  district  but  36 
premises  have  a  licence  to  retail  ice-cream.  The  majority  of  these  have 
a  licence  to  retail  pre-packed  ice-cream  only. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  28 

Butchers’  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

Council  House  Enquiries  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  230 

Factories  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  44 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Housing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  148 

Housing  Survey  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  744 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Milk  Samples  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  70 

Milk  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

New  Buildings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  327 

Nuisances  ....  ....  .  .  213 

Petroleum  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Rats  and  Mice — Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2121 

Rats  and  Mice — Treatments  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  452 

Refuse  Collection  .  93 

Slaughterhouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  78 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Town  Planning  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  66 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  .  ....  ....  38 

Water  Samples  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

Unclassified  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3  77 


Total  5296 
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E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd. 
Marlborough. 


